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Planned giving offers a foundation for the long-term impact of the church. Whether through estate bequests, real-
estate qifts, or others, your planned giving can offer a foundation for years of fruitful ministry to come through the
Endowment Fund.

This Fund is a financial asset that grows over time as a result of income earned from interest on the underlying
invested funds. It is a long-term asset that provides supplemental income to achieve the Church’s mission of Making
a Place for Everyone to Know God’s Love. Only a small portion of the Fund is used each year, allowing the
remainder to continue growing, so as gifts are made over time and the principal grows, the Fund becomes a
substantial way to protect the mission of the church for years to come.

You can contribute to the Endowment Fund at any time. During your lifetime, you may make gifts to Washington
Street United Methodist Church of cash or other assets, such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds, certificates of deposit,
etc., as well as tangible property such as real estate. In addition, you may contribute upon your death through a will,
a life insurance policy, and other methods.

Some Specific Avenues of Giving:

Bequests and Wills
The easiest way to make a planned gift is to name Washington Street UMC in your will. A bequest allows you to
make a significant impact on the future of the church without affecting your cash flow during your lifetime. Your
attorney can include the church in your will anytime through a revision of your will, or by adding a codicil to the will.
The value of what you leave to the church will not be counted as part of your taxable estate.

Life Insurance Policies
Many people take out life insurance to protect their children, but find that once their children have grown they no
longer need this financial protection. By making the church the owner and beneficiary of your life insurance policy,
you can provide a perpetual benefit for the future of your church and its outreach to others. Changing the ownership
and beneficiary of a life insurance policy is simple-just call your insurance agent and ask for a change of beneficiary
form. Naming Washington Street United Methodist Church as owner and beneficiary payable on death will also
ensure that the insurance proceeds will not be counted as part of your taxable estate.

Retirement Plan/IRA
Retirement accounts and IRAs can be heavily taxed when left to family and friends. However, you can instead
designate Washington Street United Methodist Church as the beneficiary payable at death for a retirement plan or
IRA, and these gifts would pass to the church tax-free. This type of beneficiary gift may also provide an estate tax
charitable deduction. Review with your financial advisor or attorney to determine if this type of gift would be
appropriate for you.

Real Estate
You can transfer your personal or professionally owned property to Washington Street UMC. Real estate transfers
can happen anytime, and may include the donor’s retention of right to occupy/use the propery for the remainder of
the donor’s life.

Stocks/Securities
Donating appreciated stock is any easy way to offer financial support to Washington Street UMC. By giving stock
directly, the giver pays no capital gains tax and receives a tax-deduction for the fair-market value of the donation. To
learn more about gifts of stock, see http://wsumc.com/qifts-of-stock-overview.

We suggest you consult your own attorney or financial planner who can show you the advantage of making a
planned gift, which in turn will provide a way for your church to fund ministries that are dear to your heart.

For additional information, contact the WSUMC Church Office:

office@wsumc.com | 703-836-4324
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