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“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  
John 15:12-13 
 
There are times when issues are dropped on our doorstep with an explicit 
command to action. We can pretend that it does not apply to me, or I am too 
upset to deal with this now, or simply ignore the call to action. What will be your 
response? But before you answer, remember your baptismal vows, which ask of 
you:  

1. On behalf of the whole church: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of 
wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?  

2. Do you accept the freedom and power to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?  
 

We said, “I do” to both statements! I understand that possibly you did not listen 
clearly or even didn’t understand what you were signing up for; but when you 
took your vows, God was listening. So, either at your baptism or your 
confirmation, theses questions were presented to you, and you responded…”I 
do!” The Bible informs us: It is better that you should not vow than that you 
should vow and not fulfill it (Ecclesiastes 5:5). I submit to you this morning 
that evil and spiritual wickedness are running amuck in America in several 
forms: one, perhaps close to your heart, is the plight of the homeless 
community. They are being underserved and often treated as second class 
citizens. Sometimes, we pretend that they are invisible and wish they’d just go 
away. Their emotional, mental, and physical health is at risk. But there’s 
another evil, a little closer to home and dear to my heart, in the atrocious acts 
against people of color and children through gun violence and you are being 
called to action. Love requires us to act, and our baptismal vows demand it. 
So, you may ask what does love have to do with it? And my answer is: 
Everything! 



 
In our text for today, Jesus is about to willingly lay down his life for us, his 
friends. He is following the will of God the Father by paying the ultimate price 
for my salvation and your salvation by dying on Calvary’s cross. That’s the 
undergirding fact of our faith because without it, we are still lost in our sins and 
are in fact enemies of God. But since we are freed by that ultimate love by God 
in Christ, we are as children of God, friends of Christ and one another, 
compelled to be the Christ in the world. Today I announce a clarion call to act 
in love with your brothers and sisters of color. The shootings in Buffalo are just 
a symptom of the problem and the malignancy of hate must be spiritually 
eradicated. We must not forget that it was just two years ago that many of us 
were marching to bring awareness to police brutality in the death of George 
Floyd and that was a good thing. Now, is the time to bring similar energy around 
the matter of gun violence in this nation. 
 
I am tired of headlines around this nation concerning shootings, either mass 
attacks, or individual acts. It’s very upsetting to me, and personal as well, when 
people of color are the victims, but just as atrocious when other racial profiles 
are targeted as well. The gunman in Buffalo had written on his weapons, “This 
is your reparation!” and then proceeded to kill innocent black people including 
seniors out shopping at a grocery store. What faith community wouldn’t be torn 
when its neighbors feel this is an appropriate action? What if this happened at 
Wegman? Or Whole Food Stores? 
 
What is the appropriate response for people of faith? I get exasperated when 
children are targeted, as in Texas, because young people, seemingly stressed 
to the max, and maybe mentally ill as well, have access to automatic weapons 
and feel it’s okay to express their dysfunctionality by shooting at elementary 
school children. Or the situation at T.C. Williams High School, which appears to 
harbor an environment of violence, where a student was stabbed to death just 
outside of the campus. It’s said that this was not the first instance of trouble 
around T.C., just the first violent assault and the only incident publicized! What 
would our reaction be if these occurred around Bishop Ireton or St. Agnes/St. 
Stephens High Schools? 
 
My good friend, Octavia Young, uses this analogy: If you saw your sibling’s 
house on fire you would do everything in your power to ensure their safety and 
support them through it. You would not simply send “thoughts and prayers” or 
a $20 donation to the local fire department the next day to support their 



firefighting efforts. The choice is whether to grapple with the low hanging fruit, 
a donation, or to reach higher and help put out the fires and address the 
mindset that says it’s alright to burn this house? If you’re not careful, the 
wildfires may burn your house! Love says…”I am tired of the fires, the 
shootings! Tired of the inhuman treatment of my brothers and sisters, my 
friends in Christ! And yes, it is time to mobilize and make a difference. What 
will it require for you to say to your politicians: “I am mad as hell and demand 
you do something”? 
 
What would be your gut reaction if these attacks were against white persons in 
Alexandria? Would that be enough to make you take to the streets, to write 
letters, form telephone trees, or some other form of massive activity, letting 
your elected officials know that you demand action, not lip service or another 
prayer vigil? What if the shooting were here at Washington Street Church or 
down the street at Roberts Memorial, would that stir you to action? Would there 
be just another prayer vigil? Now, don’t get me wrong prayer vigils are 
necessary, but what happens after you have prayed? Would you return to your 
TV program and say, “well, I’ve prayed…that’s my duty and I’ve fulfilled it!”? 
Our elected officials will not act until we demand it and it’s time that the church, 
not in isolation, but in totality demands action. I don’t know how many persons 
in America consider themselves Christians, but every Christian you know ought 
to be incensed; and every Christian that you know should receive a call this 
week from you, or a Facebook post, or an Instagram, or Messenger, inviting 
them to this call to action. If not you, then who? If not now, then when?  That 
to me would be an act of love for your fellow brothers and sisters of color. 
That’s what love has to do with it! Our love must be so intense that we stop 
our knee jerk reactions and begin to attack the root cause of these actions. The 
Apostle Paul reminds us: “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. The god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God”. (2 Corinthians 4:4-5). This means that the evil one has 
blinded the eyes/minds of those persons acting out in hate and our task is to 
oppose them with every ounce of love within us. Even if it means laying down 
our lives by protecting our brothers and sisters. Well, I will not ask you to lay 
down your life, but I am asking that you stand with us as we are being attacked, 
humiliated, degraded, ostracized, dehumanized, and victimized. Are you willing 
to put love into action by honoring your baptismal vows? If so, do it…if not, tell 
Jesus that you were just kidding when you promised to follow him. Amen and 
may God continue to provoke us to love and good deeds!  


