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A Prayer for Us 
2 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

Rev. Dr. James G. Daniely 
Washington Street UMC / Roberts Memorial UMC 

“With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and 
that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed 
prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you 
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (II Thessalonians 1-11,12). 

As we begin our time together today, it is noted that the Apostle Paul is praying for a young church that 
their love for one another and that their faith might continue to grow by the power of God. It is his prayer 
that God fulfills this, not that they are able to accomplish it alone. Further, it is God doing the work of 
transformation to the glory of Christ Jesus, not of any human. As such, I submit the Church of South 
Washington Street as a new ’church’ is in need of the same prayer. Specifically, that we continue to grow 
in love for one another and that our demonstrative faith be ever on display.  

We began this journey, as the Church of SWS, together several years ago now and there have been 
hiccups as well as some successes. The racial stigmas have been and continues to be a hindrance to true 
fellowship for some and to ignore that is to ignore the elephant in the room. Yet, strives have been made 
and championed by our ambassadors of the four churches. That’s not to say that every ambassador from 
every church is on the same page, but the work continues by the grace of God. Relationship building 
takes time, intentionality, and the grace of God to make it happen. Whenever there’s resistance at any 
point, it behooves us to name the discomfort/issue and attempt to bring about a resolution. That doesn’t 
always happen, but at least the issue has been named and a path forward is then possible. 

But if you’re too timid to name it, the enemy will continue to block the conversation. Some of us need 
to ask for God’s forgiveness for being afraid to be authentic in our conversations and therefore our faith 
walk is impeded. Hence the prayer that we grow in love for one another. You see love does not blind us 
to racial differences, but it can make them insignificant! When our love for God and for neighbor are 
tantamount to our being, surface stuff disappears. If you don’t believe me, try acting in love for another 
by the power of God and watch skin color lessen as an issue. Faith is an action of love and has powerful 
ramifications. God’s transformative power is enabled by love for Christ and for our neighbor…and guess 
what, whether we like it or not, we’re, not just figuratively but actually. And you must love me just as I 
must love you. Notice the word chosen…” must”. That’s the mandate from Jesus, not from Thomas or 
myself. We, Thomas nor I, can’t get you into the pearly gates if we prayed from now until hell freezes 
over; but the lack of love will block your entrance! It doesn’t matter that you gave to every charity known 
to humankind or that you were in church every time the doors were open, without love, it does not 
matter. Jesus will say, “Depart from me, I know you not!” That’s how important love is and is why I am 
asking for prayers for us as we endeavor to walk this journey together. For without love for one another 
we’re doomed for the git-go! 

Now, we have had some successes to hang our hats on. That outdoor kick-ball game set a pattern of 
cooperation. Then, our joint worships and mission projects have been something to brag about. You 
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need to know that our former DS, Jeff Mickle, was bragging about our work to the Bishop and the 
Cabinet. So, it’s not that we have not been doing stuff of significance, because we have. I am thankful 
unto God, and so should you be, for the work we’ve done and are doing. Every 5th Sunday, our two 
congregations worship God together. Just seven years ago that was not happening. But God spoke to 
Pastor Thomas and me, and it’s happening to the glory of Almighty God. When we are willing to hear, 
listen to, and obey God, God promises to open up a window of heaven and pours out a blessing that 
you’re unable to contain. Didn’t God do it? After worship today, we are going to fill Flood Buckets for 
families devastated by flood waters…you know that could have been you that we’re filling these buckets 
for… You’re not any better than the folks flooded out, just blessed to live here and not there! And still, 
somebody needs to say, “thank you Jesus!” Thank you, Jesus, that your family didn’t move to the Gulf 
Coast of Florida or still lives in coastal Carolina or we’d being assisting your recovery. So, this act of faith 
comes with gratitude as well! 

 Finally, the Apostle prayed that because of every act of faith and every good deed accomplished in love, 
that the name of Jesus would be glorified.  

I love baseball…not too interested in the present World Series because the Dodgers are not playing. But 
if you hit a grand slam in the bottom of the ninth inning, with your team trailing, and there are two outs 
and you fail to step on first base, it does not count. In fact, you’re declared out! You see, you must step 
on first base first. In this analogy, first base is the equivalent of love! If you miss the first and most 
important base, you are out! I solicit your prayers for us because in  parody of this great hymn by Neal 
Morse: 

We may build great cathedrals large or small, we can build skyscrapers grand and tall, we may conquer 
all the failures of the past, but only what we do for Christ will last. 
 
Remember only what we do for Christ will last. Remember only what we do for Christ will last, only 
what we do for Him will be counted at the end; only what we do for Christ will last. 
 
We may seek earthly power and fame, the world might be impressed by our great name, soon the 
glories of this life will all be past, but only what we do for Christ will last! 

Though our songs and prayers are heard and praised by man, 
they've no meaning unless we've been born again, 
sinner, heed these words, don't let this harvest pass, 
for only what we do for Christ will last. 
 
Remember only what we do for Christ will last. 
Remember only what we do for Christ will last, 
only what we do for Him will be counted at the end; 
only what you do for Christ will last. Only what we do for Christ will last. 

That’s my story and I’m sticking to it! Amen! 


